Great Dane Club of Western Washington

> Welcome, and thank you for your interest in membership to
the Great Dane Club of Western Washington (GDCWW).

One of the main objectives of the Great Dane Club of Western
Washington is to encourage and promote quality in the
breeding of purebred Great Danes and to do all possible to
bring their natural qualities to perfection in accordance with the
AKC Great Dane Standard, including the education of our
members. We really want to get to know you better and share
our knowledge and experience as a community.
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Below you will find information on New Member/ Applicant Responsibilities and further
information about joining our Club. Please read all pages included in the membership packet. If
you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please get in touch with one of your sponsors
or a Club Officer.

As a new applicant, you must:
++» Show an active interest in the welfare, care, and future of the Great Dane breed.
« Attend, at minimum, 2 meetings prior to your application being considered complete.

¢ Attend one major function prior to being voted in (AKC dog show, specialty, GDCWW
event (club meetings excluded).

¢ Have at least 2 sponsors (members in good standing from different families) willing to
recommend you and have known you for at least one year. Please provide the attached
sponsorship forms to your chosen sponsors.

X/

¢ Invite both sponsors to visit your home and meet your dogs.

Additionally, Club members are expected to volunteer and assist with at least one GDCWW
event or project per year.

After your membership application is complete, your membership will not be voted upon until
you have been published twice. Your membership will be voted upon thereafter.

Please send completed Application, Sponsor forms, and payment to the following:
¢ membership application and sponsor forms to: greatdaneclubww(@gmail.com

% Electronic submission: PayPal for dues https://www.gdcww.org/membership/

Please note that if you are paying by PayPal, you will be required to add the fee charged to the
Club for processing.

- 0Of ----

contact the Club secretary for the US Postal Service address for mailing the
application/sponsor forms and a check.


mailto:greatdaneclubww@gmail.com
https://www.gdcww.org/membership/

Great Dane Club of Western Washington
Application for Membership

GREAT
D.\\r}‘? CLUB
Western Washington

Name:

Kennel Name (if applicable):

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Website Address (if applicable):

E-mail Address:

Phone:

Type of Membership: [ ] Regular-Single ($25) [ ] Junior - age 10-17 ($12.50)

Would you like your name/kennel name/e-mail address listed on the Member’s page of the
GDCWW website? [Yes] [No]

Breed-related Information about you:
Number of years with the Great Dane breed:

Number of Great Danes you have owned:

Information about your Great Danes: (Use additional sheet of paper if necessary)

Name: Color: Age:
Name: Color: Age:
Name: Color: Age:
Name: Color: Age:
Name: Color: Age:
Name: Color: Age:

Do you plan to participate in events? [Yes] [No] Ifyes, please circle all events that you are
interested in:

Conformation Agility Rally Obedience Therapy FastCAT/CAT

Barn Hunt CGC Trick Dog Other
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Why do you want to join the Great Dane Club of Western Washington?

One of the main objectives of the Great Dane Club of Western Washington is to encourage and
promote the quality in the breeding of purebred Great Danes and to do all possible to bring their
natural qualities to perfection in accordance with the AKC Great Dane Standard, including the
education of our members. We really want to get to know you better and share our knowledge
and experience as a community.

e Are you planning on breeding your Great Dane? [Yes] [No] Ifso, are you willing to
follow the GDCA Code of Ethics? [Yes] [No]

e How many litters have you bred over how many years:

e Do you have a breed mentor? [Yes] [No] If so, who?

e Ifnot, are you willing to be mentored by club members? [Yes] [No] If not, why not?

¢ Do you maintain contact with the breeders of your Great Dane(s)? [Yes] [No]
e Ifyou have been in the breed for 8+ years, are you willing to serve as a mentor? [Yes] [No]

¢ Do you have any breeding contracts on any dogs you own or co-own? [Yes] [No] Please
provide further information:

e Are you currently or have you been a member of any other breed or all-breed club(s)?
[Yes] [No] Ifyes, please list club names and any positions held:
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As a breed club member, you are expected to participate in club activities, including meetings,
active participation in the annual Specialty Shows (including work on committees and projects).
Are you willing to do so on an annual basis? [Yes] [No] Please list any skills, strengths,
and/or preferences you have in fulfilling those club duties:

Please give a brief history of your experience with dogs and dog-related hobbies and activities:

By signing below, I:

e have answered all the questions truthfully and to the best of my knowledge
e have read the Club’s Constitution and By-Laws and The Breeders Code of Ethics

e am not under suspension from the American Kennel Club or the Great Dane Club of
America.

e agree to accept any and/or all GDCWW club communications (including, but not
limited to meeting notices, meeting minutes, dues notifications, newsletters) from
electronic devices including phone, e-mail, or anything that may come from an electronic
source other than U.S. Postal Service mail. This authorization is revocable at any time
and I may do so in writing to the Club’s Secretary.

e release the Great Dane Club of Western Washington from any liability, including but not
limited to meeting notices, meeting minutes, dues notices, or newsletters received late or
not received at all due to circumstances beyond the Club’s control.

Signed: Date:

Sponsor 1: Sponsor 2:
(Print Name) (Print Name)

Please send completed Application, Sponsor forms, and payment to:
Electronic submission: PayPal for dues (https://www.gdcww.org/membership/ and
membership forms to: greatdaneclubww(@gmail.com or contact the club secretary for U.S.
Postal Service address.
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Applicant Sponsor #1 Form

Name of Applicant:

Sponsor’s Name:

Sponsor’s Address:

Sponsor’s Phone:

Sponsor’s Email:

Please complete this form on behalf of the applicant and submit to the Club Secretary at
greatdaneclubww(@gmail.com or contact the club secretary for US Postal Service address.
Please be as detailed as possible.

1. T have known the applicant personally for [years] [months] (a minimum
of 1 year is required).

2. I [have] [have not] been to the applicant’s home.

3. IfI have seen the applicant’s home/facilities, in my opinion, the dogs [are] [are not] well

cared for. Please comment:

4. T [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant is supportive of Great Dane Rescue.
5. I[have] [have not] observed the applicant at Matches and/or Dog Shows.
6. I[can] [cannot] attest that the applicant has purchased a Great Dane from a reputable

breeder. If so, who?
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7. I [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant maintains contact with their

breeder, who serves as a breed mentor. Please comment:

8. IDbelieve the applicant [is] [is not] interested in the welfare and the advancement of the

breed. Please comment:

9. The applicant [does] [does not] plan to breed their Great Dane. Please provide additional

information:

10. The applicant [is] [is not] interested in learning and following the GDCA'’s Code of Ethics

and is cognizant of Color Code Ethics.
11. I [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant does not sell to pet shops or puppy brokers.

12. T [have] [have not] discussed the contributions the applicant might make to the Club. If I

have, I feel the applicant would be of assistance as follows:
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13. Please give any additional information that you feel might help the Membership Committee

recommend approval of the applicant.

Sponsor’s Signature: Date:
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Applicant Sponsor #2 Form

Name of Applicant:

Sponsor’s Name:

Sponsor’s Address:

Sponsor’s Phone:

Sponsor’s Email:

Please complete this form on behalf of the applicant and submit to the Club Secretary at
greatdaneclubww(@gmail.com or contact the club secretary for US Postal Service address.
Please be as detailed as possible.

14. T have known the applicant personally for [years] [months] (a minimum
of 1 year is required).

15. I [have] [have not] been to the applicant’s home.

16. If T have seen the applicant’s home/facilities, in my opinion, the dogs [are] [are not] well

cared for. Please comment:

17. I [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant is supportive of Great Dane Rescue.
18. I [have] [have not] observed the applicant at Matches and/or Dog Shows.
19. I [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant has purchased a Great Dane from a reputable

breeder. If so, who?
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20. I [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant maintains contact with their

breeder, who serves as a breed mentor. Please comment:

21. I believe the applicant [is] [is not] interested in the welfare and the advancement of the

breed. Please comment:

22. The applicant [does] [does not] plan to breed their Great Dane. Please provide additional

information:

23. The applicant [is] [is not] interested in learning and following the GDCA'’s Code of Ethics

and is cognizant of Color Code Ethics.
24. 1 [can] [cannot] attest that the applicant does not sell to pet shops or puppy brokers.

25. I [have] [have not] discussed the contributions the applicant might make to the Club. If I

have, I feel the applicant would be of assistance as follows:
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26. Please give any additional information that you feel might help the Membership Committee

recommend approval of the applicant.

Sponsor’s Signature: Date:
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Official Standard of the Great Dane

General Appearance: The Great Dane combines, in its regal appearance, dignity, strength and elegance
with great size and a powerful, well-formed, smoothly muscled body. It is one of the giant working
breeds, but is unique in that its general conformation must be so well balanced that it never appears
clumsy and shall move with a long reach and powerful drive. It is always a unit-the Apollo of dogs. A
Great Dane must be spirited, courageous, never timid; always friendly and dependable. This physical and
mental combination is the characteristic which gives the Great Dane the majesty possessed by no other
breed. It is particularly true of this breed that there is an impression of great masculinity in dogs, as
compared to an impression of femininity in bitches. Lack of true Dane breed type, as defined in this
standard, is the most serious fault.

Size, Proportion, Substance: The male should appear more massive throughout than the bitch, with
larger frame and heavier bone. In the ratio between length and height, the Great Dane should be square. In
bitches, a somewhat longer body is permissible, providing she is well proportioned to her height.
Coarseness or lack of substance are equally undesirable. The male shall not be less than 30 inches at the
shoulders, but it is preferable that he be 32 inches or more, providing he is well proportioned to his
height. The female shall not be less than 28 inches at the shoulders, but it is preferable that she be 30
inches or more, providing she is well proportioned to her height. Danes under minimum height must be
disqualified.

Head: The head shall be rectangular, long, distinguished, expressive and finely chiseled, especially
below the eyes. Seen from the side, the Dane's forehead must be sharply set off from the bridge of the
nose, (a strongly pronounced stop). The plane of the skull and the plane of the muzzle must be straight
and parallel to one another. The skull plane under and to the inner point of the eye must slope without any
bony protuberance in a smooth line to a full square jaw with a deep muzzle (fluttering lips are
undesirable). The masculinity of the male is very pronounced in structural appearance of the head. The
bitch's head is more delicately formed. Seen from the top, the skull should have parallel sides and the
bridge of the nose should be as broad as possible. The cheek muscles should not be prominent. The length
from the tip of the nose to the center of the stop should be equal to the length from the center of the stop
to the rear of the slightly developed occiput. The head should be angular from all sides and should have
flat planes with dimensions in proportion to the size of the Dane. Whiskers may be trimmed or left
natural. Eyes shall be medium size, deep set and dark, with a lively intelligent expression. The eyelids are
almond shaped and relatively tight, with well-developed brows. Haws and Mongolian eye(s) are very
serious faults. In Harlequins and Merles, the eyes should be dark, but blue eye(s) and eyes of different
colors are permitted. Ears shall be high set, medium in size and of moderate thickness, folded forward
close to the cheek. The top line of the folded ear should be level with the skull. If cropped, the ear length
is in proportion to the size of the head and the ears are carried uniformly erect. Nose shall be black, except
in the blue Dane, where it is a dark blue-black. A black spotted nose is permitted on the Harlequins and
Merles; a solid pink color nose is not desirable. A split nose is a disqualification. Teeth shall be strong,
well-developed, clean and with full dentition preferred. The incisors of the lower jaw touch very lightly
the bottoms of the inner surface of the upper incisors (scissors bite). An overshot bite is a serious fault.
Undershot and wry mouths are very serious faults. Even bites, misaligned or crowded incisors are minor
faults.

Neck, Topline, Body: The neck shall be firm, high set, well arched, long and muscular. From the nape, it
should gradually broaden and flow smoothly into the withers. The neck underline should be clean.
Withers shall slope smoothly into a short level back with a broad loin. The chest shall be broad, deep and
well muscled. The forechest should be well developed without a pronounced sternum. The brisket extends
to the elbow, with well sprung ribs. The body underline should be tightly muscled with a well-defined
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tuck-up. The croup should be broad and very slightly sloping. The tail should be set high and smoothly
into the croup, but not quite level with the back, a continuation of the spine. The tail should be broad at
the base, tapering uniformly down to the hock joint. At rest, the tail should fall straight. When excited or
running, it may curve slightly, but never above the level of the back. A ring or hooked tail is a serious
fault. A docked tail is a disqualification.

Forequarters: The forequarters, viewed from the side, shall be strong and muscular. The shoulder blade
must be strong and sloping, forming, as near as possible, a right angle in its articulation with the upper
arm. A line from the upper tip of the shoulder to the back of the elbow joint should be perpendicular. The
ligaments and muscles holding the shoulder blade to the rib cage must be well developed, firm and
securely attached to prevent loose shoulders. The shoulder blade and the upper arm should be the same
length. The elbow should be one-half the distance from the withers to the ground. The strong pasterns
should slope slightly. The feet should be round and compact with well-arched toes, neither toeing in,
toeing out, nor rolling to the inside or outside. The nails should be short, strong and as dark as possible,
except that they may be lighter in Harlequins, Mantles and Merles. Dewclaws may or may not be
removed.

Hindquarters: The hindquarters shall be strong, broad, muscular and well angulated, with well let down
hocks. Seen from the rear, the hock joints appear to be perfectly straight, turned neither toward the inside
nor toward the outside. The rear feet should be round and compact, with well-arched toes, neither toeing
in nor out. The nails should be short, strong and as dark as possible, except they may be lighter in
Harlequins, Mantles and Merles. Wolf claws are a serious fault.

Coat: The coat shall be short, thick and clean with a smooth glossy appearance.

Color, Markings and Patterns:

Brindle

Color: The base color shall be yellow gold and always be brindled with black cross stripes.
Patterns/Markings: Brindle shall have a black chevron pattern with a black mask. Black should appear
on the eye rims and eyebrows and may appear on the ears and tail tip. The more intense the base color and
the more distinct and evenly brindled, the more preferred will be the color. Too much or too little
brindling are equally undesirable. White markings on the chest or toes; black fronted; dirty colored
Brindles; are not desirable.

Fawn

Color: The color shall be yellow gold.

Patterns/Markings: Black should appear on the eye rims and eyebrows with a black mask and may
appear on the ears and tail tip. Deep yellow gold must always be given the preference. White markings on
the chest or toes, black-fronted; dirty colored Fawns; are not desirable.

Blue

Color: The color shall be a pure steel blue.

Patterns/Markings: White markings on the chest or toes are not desirable.

Black

Color: The color shall be a glossy black.

Patterns/Markings: White markings on the chest or toes are not desirable.

Harlequin

Color: Base color shall be white with black torn patches. Merle patches are normal.
Patterns/Markings: Black torn patches well distributed over the body; with whole or partial white neck.
Black pigment may be seen on the skin in white areas. No patch should be so large as it appears to be a
blanket. Eligible but less desirable, are black hairs showing through the white base coat which gives a salt
and pepper or dirty appearance.

Mantle

Color: Black and white with a black blanket extending over the body.

Patterns/Markings: Black skull with white muzzle; white blaze is optional; whole or partial white neck;
a white chest; white on whole or part of the forelegs and hind legs; white tipped black tail. A small white
break in the blanket is acceptable. Black pigment may be seen on the skin in white areas.
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Merle

Color: A pale gray to dark gray merle base color with black torn patches within.

Patterns/Markings: May be Solid Merle (white on chest and toes is permissible) or Merle with a Mantle
Pattern (solid merle blanket extending over the body; merle skull with a white muzzle; white blaze is
optional; whole or partial white neck; a white chest; white on whole or part of the forelegs and hind legs;
white tipped merle tail. A small white break in the blanket is acceptable. (Black pigment may be seen on
the skin in white areas.) Disqualification: Merlequin, a white dog with ONLY patches of merle.

Faults of Patterns/Markings shall NOT carry as much weight as faults of conformation and breed type.
Any variance in Patterns/Markings as described in the above colors, shall be faulted to the extent of the
deviation. Any COLOR other than the seven described shall be disqualified.

Gait: The gait denotes strength and power with long, easy strides resulting in no tossing, rolling or
bouncing of the topline or body. The backline shall appear level and parallel to the ground. The long
reach should strike the ground below the nose, while the head is carried forward. The powerful rear drive
should be balanced to the reach. As speed increases, there is a natural tendency for the legs to converge
toward the centerline of balance beneath the body. There should be no twisting in or out at the elbow or
hock joints.

Temperament: The Great Dane must be spirited, courageous, always friendly, dependable and never
timid or aggressive.

Disqualifications

Danes under minimum height.

Split nose.

Docked Tail.

Any color other than the seven colors described.

Merlequin

Approved July 9, 2018
Effective January 1, 2019



GREAT DANE CLUB OF AMERICA ~ CODE OF ETHICS

This Code is established in accordance with the objectives of the GDCA to protect and advance the interests of Great
Danes and to provide guidelines for responsible ownership and ethical breeding practices.

ALL MEMBERS SHALL:

Maintain the best possible standards of health, cleanliness, safety and care of their dogs.

Take all appropriate measures to assist a Dane in distress.

Display good sportsmanship and conduct, whether at home, at shows, or in hotels, in such a manner as to
reflect credit upon themselves and the GDCA.

Not alter the appearance, physical structure, condition, or natural temperament of a dog by any means other
than allowed for in the Official Breed Standard if the dog is to be exhibited.

Bear the responsibility for the truth and accuracy of any information and/or photographs submitted for
publication.

ALL BREEDERS AND OWNERS OF GREAT DANES (BITCHES AND STUD DOGS ALIKE) SHALL:

Breed Great Danes which are temperamentally and structurally sound.

Be familiar with the Breed Standard and breed only those dogs and bitches which most closely conform to it.
Keep well informed in the field of genetics and work to eliminate hereditary defects from the breed.

Refrain from further use of a Great Dane for breeding if the dog or bitch has produced any offspring with
serious inherited defects detrimental to an animal's well being (physically or mentally), and has produced like
results with a different mating partner.

Not breed to an unregistered Great Dane.

Not wholesale litters of Great Danes, sell to Brokers or Pet Shops, provide any animal for prize or raffle
purposes; nor use a Stud Dog in like manner.

Keep all puppies with the litter until at least 7 or 8 weeks of age.

Adhere to State and Local laws regarding the sale of puppies.

Sell dogs in good condition, health and sound temperament at time of delivery. They shall be free of internal
parasites to the best knowledge of the seller; will have received the necessary inoculations to date; a record of
dates and types of immunizations will be given; and a health certificate provided if required. Written
instructions on the feeding, health care, training and any other information necessary for the dog's well being
(e.g. ear crop care) will be made available after the sale to assist the new owner.

Provide a four or more generation color marked pedigree and the AKC registration at the time of sale of each
dog. Any dog sold as a pet and not for breeding should be given a limited registration or a written contract
specifying conditions of sale (e.g. spay/neuter agreement, show or pet quality, co-ownership, breeding rights,
etc).

Provide the buyer with copies of all pre-screenings done on both parents to assure the buyer that every possible
effort has been made to produce puppies free of hereditary problems.

Sell or place each Great Dane with the contemplated final owner, therefore the seller should ascertain that the
prospective buyer has the knowledge and facilities to properly care for a growing or grown dog. As a condition
of sale or placement, the breeder shall retain the right of first refusal should the purchaser ever decide to
transfer ownership or resell the dog, therefore giving the seller every opportunity to help the purchaser find a
new home for the dog if necessary.

All dogs sold (puppy or adult) shall have a signed agreement between the seller and purchaser that the animal
shall be examined by a Veterinarian of the purchaser's choice (and paid for by that party) within 72 hours of
purchase or delivery. If the dog is deemed unhealthy or possessing an inherited defect which would impair the
use for which it was purchased (pet, show or breeding program) the seller will refund the full purchase price
upon the return of the dog with a Veterinarian certified documentation of the condition. The dog will be
returned at the purchaser's expense.

Use only the agreed upon Stud Dog at a breeding in the absence of the owner of the Bitch.

Provide and honor all contracts regarding sales, cop-ownerships, breeding rights, agreements, compensation for



future puppies, leasing a bitch, stud service, etc.

IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT:

e All dogs and bitches to be bred by x-rayed prior to breeding and declared free of hip dysplasia by a
knowledgeable Veterinarian or the OFA. It is also encouraged that any and all technology available be used to
screen all animals to be used for breeding, according to known problems within the breed (e.g. OFA, cardiac
check, thyroid check, vWD,PRA, etc.).

e A written Stud Contract be used which specifies all conditions of the breeding and a color marked pedigree
be provided by both parties.

e Astud dog should be a year or more of age before breeding and a bitch not less than 18 months.

e A bitch not be bred not more than once a year.

e Both parties provide Veterinarian reports certifying that each animal is clear of any transmittable
infections.

e With the agreement of both the seller and the purchaser, any puppy sold as a show prospect which
subsequently develops a disqualifying defect shall be replaced by the breeder with another show prospect
puppy and the dog returned to the seller, OR the money refunded and the dog returned to the seller, OR the
buyer's money refunded to the extent of the difference between the price paid and the price of the pet puppies
sold from the same or similar litters if the buyer retains and spays or neuters the dog. Breeders adhere to the
GDCA Breeders' Color Code.

Authored by:

Karla Callahan, Anita Dunne, Col. Harry Hutchinson, Marilyn Riggins, Terri Welti
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